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UICCROWE
TALRING...

The fact that | was missing at =<
Cardiff last week has caused some
speculation that | was out and about
looking at a player as a possible
transfer target—and the speculators
have expressed surprise that |
should be still in the market when
we have had a reasonable start to
the season.

They have justified their surprise,
however, by pointing out that, no
doubt. | am doing my shopping ready
for the First Division next season.

If only | could be sure . ..

There is nothing | resent more than
suggestions that we are already
home and dry, when the season has
barely started and the wintergreen
has not even been used. Frankly, |
am delighted at the start we have
made. | also know that without such
a start you have precious little
chance of keeping among the
leaders.

But to suggest anything else is
entirely irresponsible. Despite our
good start | take back nothing of
what | said only a few weeks ago at
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the beginning of the campaign—
namely, that it is going to be very
hard all the way and just as difficult
to get out of the Second as to get
out of the Third.

The one thing | will not tolerate at
Villa Park is complacency. | am just
as eager for promotion, and just as
willing to discuss our hopes, as the
rest, but to assume that we can
already start dreaming of the
First Division is an insult to the
intelligence of our players and staff.

On the other hand, to suggest | was
looking at another player last week
was an assumption which was right
on the target. It was one of those
very rare occasions when | had to
see a specific player at a specific
time. No other reason would have
persuaded me to leave my own team.
It happens only rarely, but when
these circumstances arrive they
have to be met.

We are all, after 2ll, seeking the
same thing. We are all employed in
the same pursuit of excellence. We
all have room for improvement and

this is why |, and every other
manager in the game, constantly
evaluates and assesses other players.

On New Year's Day last year |
predicted in this column that 1972
would see the first £250,000 transfer
and with four months to go | still
believe my prediction will be
reached. After all, following the
reported figure for Derby County’s
signing of David Nish, we are only
£25,000 away, and in this kind of
rarified atmosphere that sum is
neither here nor there.

Quite clearly transfer fees have
rocketed during the past season, and
they are still climbing. There are no
signs, as yet, of fees levelling out;
the opposite is more true. One of the
reasons for this is that clubs are
more and more believing that large
transfer deals are an investment
rather than a speculation. Those
handful of clubs who can consider
chasing players for one-quarter of a
million pounds and more probably
believe that to hestiate now might
cost them another £50,000 next

year. This is. seemingly, the size of
the inflationary transfer spiral.

1 will continue to assess and
evaluate players for the present as
well as the future. We must always
make the first yardstick of our
playing staff that it is the best
possible talent available. We set
very high standards at Villa Park.
and our public are entitied to expect
to see the best.

We must always, therefore, try to
aim for improvement and higher
standards.

Left: Alun Evans marks his first full
appearance for Villa by scoring an early
goal against Nottingham Forest.

Below: Dejected Forest defenders sense
the end of their unbeaten record—and
Villa march onto a League Cup glamour
tie against Leeds United.

Above: Alun Evans again bursts through
the Forest defence, but, this time, just fails
to make contact with a low centre.
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HLLABOUL..
SWINDON TOWn

Management

Dave Mackay has never been a
loser—and he doesn‘t intend to start
now that he is leading Swindon
Town in his first full season as
manager.

Not even two broken legs could crunch
Dave's spint as one of the most com-
petitive half-backs of modern times. He
was always a winner—playing many times
for Scotland, assisting Tottenham to the
famous ‘double,” and then, almost in the
twilight of a 20-year playing career, he
gave Derby County on-the-field in-
piration in building a Championship
set-up.

Now he is 2 manager, aithough he has
not yet officially retired as a player. ‘1 do
not intend to play at the moment,” he
said at the start of the season. | shall
come back enly if | think it would improve
the team.”

He first took over responsibilities for the
side’s tactics last November when former
manager Fred Ford left the club. Then, he
regarded himself as team-captain with

extra duties. Now, he is manager first—
player second.

His approach to a new career was in
line with his reputation for toughness. I
did not feel the training programme was
hard enough,” he said. "It wasn't hard
enough for me and it certainly wasn't
tough enough for the young players.”

To bring the training up to his demanding
requirements, Mackay appointed Des
Anderson as coach—in charge of a more
demanding fitness schedule. Mackay
commented : “When | took over, | told Des
that | wanted a completely new training
set-up aimed at making the players among
the fittest in the Leagus.”

And there was z definite improvement.
“l am most pleased—the lads have looked
fit and sharp,” said Mackay.

Another important change was the
appointment of Les Allen, the former
Queen’s Park Rangers manager, as super-
visor of the club’s scouting. This is an
especially vital department, for Town,
after arranging & £100,000 loan from the
local Corporation, are in the market for
new signings.

As in the last decade, they are also wel!
geared to find their own players. England
Schoolboy international Jeff Chalklin is
one of their bright hopes for the future.

The Mackay image has lifted hopes at
the County Ground and the Chairman, Mr
H. E. Lane, pinpointed the new spirit at the
start of the season. “After a hard pre-
season training schedule, Dave Mackay
has got the team as sharp as | have ever
seen at this time of the year. Dave is 2
dedicated type and only success will
satisfy him, and | am sure that this
attitude is now with the players.”

Future

Dave Mackay will not be satisfied
until Swindon Town are in the First
Division and he is the kind of manager
who is unafraid of promotion pres-
sures or the potentially-expensive
world of the top division.

Although results have not quite matched

his pre-season ambition, Mackay firmly
believes that Swindon are, capable of
promotion THIS season. "There are no
outstanding teams in the Division as in
previous years,” he argues. “Any two from
a string of teams can go up and there is no
reason why one should not be us.”

His theory on promotion is simple—if
ambitious. "A good start is essential. Every
point you win at the beginning is one your
opponents have to fight hard 1o pull back
tater on.”

John Trollope and Frank Burrows

Swindon’s fixture list was perhaps
against the kind of winning start they
wanted. After dropping an initial home
point to Queen’s Park Rangers, they were
beaten in successive away games against
Sheffield Wednesday and Carlisle United.
Definitely not promotion form—and a
situgtion demanding good resufts in the
following home tests against Bristal City
and Sheffield Wednesday.

Swindon came through with four points
and Mackay commented: “We knew we
had to win because we would have been



Pictured above Terry Hubbard and Ray Bunkell in action

a long way behind the top clubs. We had a
terrible stant, with a lot of bad luck, but we
recovered well and are back in the
running.”

An injury to striker Peter Noble and an
early suspension for new signing Ray
Treacy meant that Swindon did not field
their full-strength attack until the seventh
game of the season against Blackpool.

This match produced a disappointing
goalless scoreline that was out of
character with Mackay's approach to the
game. He wants Town to be successful—
and entertaining. 'l would like us 1o be the
kind of team people come to watch be-
cause they know we will play good
football.”

History

Swindon Town’'s soccer star did
not start to rise until they had been
members of the Football League for
over 40 years. Then Bert Head, now
manager of Crystal Palace. raised
their sights by taking one of the
brightest young sides in the country
to promotion from the Third Division
for the first time.

Players like Ernie Hunt, Bobby Woodruff,

Mike Summerbee—all developed through
Swindon's keen links with schoolboy
football—made the County Ground a
regular calling place for the scouts of the
major clubs.

Eventually, some of the stars had to be
sold in the face of tempting coifers and
Swindon dropped back to Division Three
after only two season. They were destined
to spend another four years ‘down below’,
but when new manager Danny Williams
launched the revival, it was in a big way.

Season 1968-68 was one of the great-
est-ever sampled by a Third Division side.
Promotion was clinched in seccond place
behind Watiord—they were beaten only
on goal average—and Swindon went to
Wembley to bring off one of the major
upsets seen on the famous ground.

They trounced Arsenal 3-1 to win the
Football League Cup—and that opened
the gateway toc European competition.
Swindon were the first winners of a
trophy put up for the winners of the
English and ltalian League Cups and, the
following year, they were invited into the
Anglo-ltalian Tournament. They were the
first holders of that trophy, 100.

By the end of 1969-70, the First Division
was also beckoning, but they were edged
out of the promotion race, finishing fifth,
though only three points behind promoted
Blackpool.

Transfers

Swindon Town have never been
regarded as big spenders. Instead,
they have hunted out players for
comparatively modest fees and often
matured them into valuable assets.

Two of their best signings in recent years
were goalkeeper Peter Downsborough,
who was snapped up from Halifax for a
small sum, and striker Peter Noble, who
was plucked out of Newcastle United’s
reserves for a five-figure chegue.

Their policy in the last couple of seasons
has been to sign young players who were
not given regular League opportunities by
powerful First Division clubs. Ray Bunkell,
of Spurs, and Steve Pepiow, are two bright
young prospects who fall in this category.
This season, Ron Potter, a former Albion
reserve, has also emerged in the defensive
position previously filled by Stan Harland
and Dave Mackay.

During the summer, Town set zbout
strengthening their striking power in a
part-exchange deal with relegated Charl-
ton Athletic. Arthur Horsfield, who had
been a regular marksman for Swindon
since leaving Newcastle, moved to The
Valley and, by adding a2 cash sum, Town
signed Charlton’s top scorer, Ray Treacy.

Treacy, an Eire international, scored 13
League goals for Charlton last season and
was bracketed among the best strikers in
the Second Division.

SWINDON TOWN HISTORY ...
Founded : 1881.
Elected to League Division Three:
1920.

Ground: The County Ground,
Swindon, Wiltshire.

Record Attendance: 32,000 v
Arsenal (F.A. Cup), January, 1872.

Runners-up. Division Three:
1962-83, 1968-69.

Football League Cup winners:
1969.

Anglo-ltalian Tournament win-
ners: 1970.
Ten year Record . . .
Season Div Posn Won #Pts

1971-72 2 11th 15 42
1970-71 2 12th 15 42
1969-70 2 5th 17 50
1968-65 3 2nd 7 64
1967-68 3 10th 16 49
1966-67 3 8th 20 50
1965-66 3 7th 19 57
1964-656 2 2ist 14 33
1963-64 2 14th 14 38
1962-63 3 2nd 22 58




Gerry Hitchens, England striker,
Villa goal-gladiator and a grand
master of Italian football for nine
years, is now settled in the Welsh
valleys—completely divorced from
football.

The man who has thrilled millions
of English and continental fans
dashed, as ever, into the bustling
community of Pontypridd and told
me over lunch that it is an effort now
to follow a match on TV and time
doesn’t permit him to attend the ‘live’
side.

So the blond-haired bomber, who
shook his legion of supporters in the
summer of 1961 when he announced
the lure of the lira meant a fond fare-
well to Aston Villa, has now virtually
shut himself off from soccer to give
his full concentration to a family
business, of which he is managing
director.

Gerry returned from the lavish
Italian scene about three years ago
after nine magnificient years at the
very top during which time his
electrifying bursts for goals against
the choking, massed Latin defences
earned the former Highley village
player a world-wide reputation as a
fearsome striker.

From Highley Miners to the daz-

zling peaks of his profession with the
cream of the Italian First Division
sides. That was the 16 years soccer
span of the former Villa hero, the
man who set the terraces alight with
42 goals in his final 1960-61 season in
British soccer when he turned the
clocks back to the explosive days of
Trevor Ford and Pongo Waring.

Unfortunately. the cash-laden mil-
lionaires of Italy swooped on England
in 1961 and made luxury offers which
clubs and players alike were tempted
and finally unable to resist. The
pursuit was backed by the incredible
success of John Charles, the first
prize capture by the Italians in 1957
when the Gentle Giant departed from
Leeds and the Welsh international
scene for a British record of £65,000—
of which £10,000 went into his own
pocket.

Four years later, the overseas
scouts were back and with such
glittering contracts pushed under the
noses of the best strikers in Britain,
who could blame the boys for taking
the plunge?

Joe Baker, £73,000, inclusive of an
£8.000 signing on fee, followed John
Charles. Then Gerry Hitchens was
captured by Internazionale (Milan)
for an approximate £80,000 with

Gerry arrives in Italy
and there’s a

brand new car
waeaiting for him.

guaranteed earnings for the player of
£25,000 in three years.

The very same month, Milan
cornered the stardust goal-poacher
of post-war years. Jimmy Greaves
from Chelsea for about €£83,000.
Greaves got a guaranteed earnings
over three years of a staggering
£40.000, in addition to a reported
‘ten grand’ pocket-money to start.

And the transfer trail to Italy
stayed red hot in a blazing June when,
finally, Denis Law was reported to
have received £40,000 from Turin in a
£100,000 switch from Manchester
City—the side he scored all six goals
for in a Cup-tie later abandoned
because of the weather.

No wonder the authorities intro-
duced an export ban. If such a soccer
drain had gone on unchecked, we
might now all be committed to a
crammed Saturday afternoon watch-
ing a below-par standard.

Of the 1961 transfer trio, only Gerry
Hitchens made it. The other three
seemed to be back home befors
English soccer had got used to being
without them.

Hitchens, who shared his seven
England appearances between his
days at Villa and in Italy, is in no
doubt what saved him from the same




disasters which ploughed up the
Italian ambitions of Law, Baker and
Greaves. "In a foreign country people
are foreign to you—even though they
may be playing the same kind of
game. Luckily for me, | was married
and beginning a family. In those early
days, it was difficult for me to enjoy
being amongst a squad of footballers
with whom | couldn’t make any real
everyday conversation.

"The language problem was the real
barrier. The only time | knew what
the coaches were on about—apart
from the obvious like run, walk,
jump. etc, was when the blackboard
came out. When we used to train for
three long weeks in the mountains
and only exchange a few grunted
phrases, you canimagine how pleased
I was to get back to my villa, where |
could ask my wife, Meriel, for a cup
of coffee and not get a blank look.

‘I had to sympathise with Denis
Law and Company who were front-
page news wherever they went. | am
sure they enjoyed playing the 90
minutes football each week. But.
after that, they didn't have a wife and
family to go home to and | am sure
much of their troubles stemmed from
this.

‘I had my brushes with authority—
a mere gesticulation was enough to
get sent off—and the press. But it
was nothing compared to the punish-
ment the other English lads suf-
fered.”

Gerry, who can now speak fluent
Italian and whose closely-knit family
have certain members with more
Italian characteristic than Anglo
mannerisms, moved around in tne
top Italian circle and after one and a
half seasons with Inter-Milan, he
went on for nearly three campaigns
with Turin.

The Latin-lovers of football went
overboard at Hitchens because he
brought & refreshing brand of in-
dividual attacking flair to the scene.
"There were generally only two of us
totally committed up front. Two of
us facing massed defences was the
equivalent to taking a sledgehammer
to crack a nut. It looked like that. But
the bulk of the brain work took place
behind me and when it came time for
me to turn it on, the attacks were

already well inside the first defensive
barrier.

'l think | was different in one
particular way to anyone else whom
the italians had seen. | used to chase
through, behind, across and play to a
zig-zag pattern. The defence didn't
know where | was likely to turn up
next, and | even surprised myself at
times.

After Turin, the Italian trail took
the swashbuckling star to Atalanta
for two years and then on to Cagliari.
Though it was not the most powerful
and strongest side in the Hitchens
career—Iinter-Milan were certainly
that—the final chapter with Cagliari
was in many ways one of the most
memorable for a truly outstanding
player.

Many of his colleagues went for-
ward to play a major part in Italy's
attack on the 18970 World Cup—when
they were beaten only in the final by
Brazil. Luigi Riva, whose soccer at-
tributes earned him film-star adu-
lation, was the kind of player next to
Hitchens in the Cagliari line-up.

He broke his leg in the last season |
was there, but the side still finished
runners-up in the League.”

Ironically, it would have suited the
goal-master of the early Sixties if

%
e

By [

LTI

b
b

e B

Eara, |~

Above: 'Welcome to Internazionsle” says
Helinio Herrera and Eddie Firmani.

Cagliari had been relegated. I
recognised my First Division days
were virtually exhausted. But there
were plenty of clubs in the Second
who would have signed me if they
could.

“However, there were strict laws
on the number of foreigners who
could play for Second Division sides
and, for me, the door was closed.”

Gerry Hitchens returned from Italy
when that happened three years ago,
but, “"Had | managed to get a transfer
or if Cagliari had dropped a grade,
there is every chance that | might still
have been there to this day.”

It didn't happen for Hitchens and
one of English feotball’s prodigal sons
returned home with a yearning to
taste the competition on which he
had originally been brought up. Buta
business opportunity and a wise
head quickly convinced Gerry that it
was time to say "Arrivederci’ to his
world of the last 16 years.

@ Reporter Norton Jones takes a
further look at Gerry Hitchens’
career in the next programme.
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Villa shareholder Nicholas J. Ratcliffe invites all Villa fans to
save just three of these advertisements and pop along to any
of the N.J.R. showrooms — produce the vouchers and have
£40 taken off the price of any car over £150.

Among our many satisfied customers
are Villa star players — Join our team of
contented purchasers!

the nicholas . ratcliffe motor co.ltd.

(birmingham & bournemouth)

HEAD OFFICE: 550 STRATFORD ROAD, SPARKHILL, BIRMINGHAM B11 4AL Telephone: 021-773 2521 (6 lines)
BRANCHES:

ECONOMY CAR BRANCH B'HAM VAN CENTRE NICHOLAS J. RATCLIFFE AMERICAN CARS UNLIMITED
392/4 Moseley Road, B'Tham12 121 Stratford Road (Bournemouth) LIMITED Torbay Road, Parkstone
Telephone : 021-440 2005 Tel: 021-772 3056 88/90 Holdenhurst Road Tel : Bournemouth 62311

Tel : Bournemouth 20943




PLAVER OF
THEMOINTH

When Bruce Rioch fractured his right wrist in the
first home League game against Huddersfield Town on
19th August, he could hardly have imagined himself
winning the Evening Mail Player of the Month title from
candidates in all of the West Midlands 'Big Six" clubs.
Ironicaliy, the injury was responsible for the judges
giving him the £50 cheque (donated by Birmingham
businessman Nicholas J. Ratcliffe) in preference to
Wolves' top scorer, John Richards. The panel of
experts voted for Bruce because of his courageous
return only eleven days after the fracture—and his
fantastic winning goal against Carlisle United.

Our picture shows Bruce ‘trying on” the cheque as a
new protection for his injured wrist. A nice pain
reliever, Bruce?

FOOTBALL LEAGUE CUP—SECOND ROUND,
SECOND REPLAY -
BOURNEMOUTH v BLACKPOOL ?
Villa Park, Monday, 18th September, 1972
Kick-off: 7-30 pm

ASTON VILLA v LEEDS UNITED

Villa Park, Wednesday, 4th October, 1972
Kick-off: 7-30 pm

The match will NOT be all-ticket, and prices of

admission will be: Tickets are only being issued for Doors D and E of
: he Trinity Road Stand. and are available at the
Reserved Seats (all doors): 90 : : :
( ) g Ticket Office after today’s match until 5-15 pm.
Unreserved Seats (Trinity Road Enclosure):
60p (Boys: 30p) Entry to all other parts of the ground will be by
payment at the turnstiles on Monday evening, at the

Ground: 40p (Boys: 20p) following prices:

Season Ticket holders should apply not later than Stands: 90p
Wednesday, 20th September, enclosing Football Vi
League Cup, Round Three Voucher from their books Trinity Road Enclosure: 60p (Boys: 30p)
and the correct remittance. PLEASE NOTE IT WILL Ground: 40p (Boys: 20p)

NOT BE POSSIBLE TO SUPPLY EXTRA TICKETS.

AS LEEDS UNITED F.C. HAVE CLAIMED THEIR s
FULL ALLOCATION OF SEATS, WE REGRET THAT PLEASE NOTE OUR DIVISION TWO AWAY GAME
THERE WILL BE NO RESERVED SEATS AVAIL- WITH BLACKPOOL SCHEDULED FOR MONDAY HAS
ABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. BEEN ARRANGED FOR TUESDAY. 17th OCTOBER.
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. Andy Lochhead tries to power through the Brighton defence, but goalkeeper = %
! . Brian Powney smothers the shot. Andy later scored the equaliser in a 1-1 draw.

s

Brighton defend in depth—and
it's seven men against the

dual challenge of Andy Lochhead
and Willie Anderson.




Flying goalkeeper Powney
charges in between his
centre half and Lochhead
to punch away.




PEARSOIN LI

ADAMS STREET, BIRMINGHAM

TELEPHONE 021 359 2054
WE SPECIALISE IN

OMPUTER
OISTRIB /
IN VERY SMALL QUANTI

team up with

FOR ALL YOUR
AUTHENTIC VILLA QUTFITS

‘UMBRO’ JERSEYS as worn by Villa with
Embroidered Badge (Home and Away colours).
In all sizes 22" to 40" —from £1.47 to £2.08.

WHITE SHORTS, Cotton and Nylon 22/24 61p,
26/28 61p, 30/32 67p.

STAR SOCKS, 37p, 40p, 55p.

The Midland's largest stock of
FOOTBALL BOOTS AND

TRAINING SHOES, including

GOLA TRAINING SHOES fr. —£3.20
PUMA PELE SANTOS fr —£4.56
ADIDAS SANTIAGO-—£5.55

GOLA GOALMASTER—E4.50

Full Range of HOLDALLS
Scarves, Badges, Banners.

VILLA TRACK SUITS
Home and Away Colours.

159 CORPORATION STREET

(Atew yards from Law Courns)

Mitchells & Butlers Lid. ermmoham BIRMINGHAM 4. Tel 021-236 5476
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TO BE SURE OF YOUR COPY

PLACE A REGULAR ORDER WITH

YOUR NEWSAGENT

® Every Wednesday 6p

BUYIT

ADVANCE TICKET BOOKINGS

NOTTINGHAM FOREST
Saturday, 23rd September
Stand Seats: £1 and 75p
Available now.

Apply to:

Nottingham Forest F.C.
City Ground

Nottingham NG2 5FJ

FULHAM

Saturday, 7th October

Stand Seats: £1, 80p and 60p.
Available now.

Apply to:

Fulham F.C.

Craven Cottage

Stevenage Road

London SW6

PORTSMOUTH

Saturday, 21st October
Stand Seats: 90p.

Avsilable from 11th October
Apply to:

Portsmouth F.C.

Fratton Park

Frogmore Road

Portsmouth PO4 8RA

Always enclose a stamped addressed envelope and correct remittance.

The winner. of the Season Ticket
donated by Mr A. H. Tattersall, of
Natal, South Africa, was Martin
Elmslie. of Balmoral Road, Castle
Bromwich. He answered zll the
questions successfully and his fine
effort won the Season Tickst for
his grandfather, Mr W. Lawton, of
284 Brownfield Road, Shard End,
Birmingham 34.

Mr Eimslie wrote of Mr Lawton:
"He is an old age pensioner and
because of this, cannot really
spare the money to come to all the
matches. He has, nevertheless,

RESULT
RESULT
RESULT

SEASON TICKET (OIMPETITION

supported Villa since he was a boy
and is now getting on for 80. A
Season Ticket would be extremely
useful to him.”

The answers to the competition
were: 1—(A) Ray Graydon, (B)
Millmoor, Rotherham, (C) 11th
March, 1972, (D) 2-0 to Villa. 2—
Michael Wright and Chris Nicholl.
3—(A) Celebrations after winning
theF.A. Youth Cup.(B) Brian Little,
Alan Little, Frank Upton. Jimmy
Brown, Jake Findlay, Tony Betts,
Brian Melling, Dougie George,
David Smith, Roy Stark, John
Gidman.







THEERAVES RETURIN

Paul Child and Mike Hoban, the
former England Amateur Youth in-
ternationals who were among last
season’s most regular players in
Villa's Central League side, have just
resumed second-team duties after
spending the summer playing on
loan for Atlanta Chiefs.

By arrangement with Vic Crowe, him-
self a-former manager of the Nonh
American Soccer League Club, Hoban has
had two seasons in the States and Child
went over for the first time this year.

Paul, who joined us from Staniey Star,
was top scorer for Villa's Reserves with 13
goals in 29 appearances last season and
he carried that scoring thirst into the
Amercian League. Back in June, he set
the city's soccer population alight by
grabbing a hat-trick to pull Atlanta back
from 2-0 down against Dallas Tornado.

One of the local papers hailed Paul's
performance in typical American style.
Reporter Norman Arey wrote: “There's a
new show in town. It's called the Paul
Child Show. No, Child doesn't sing, or
dance, or do impersonations, or even tell
jokes. In fact, it's doubtful if Child even
shaves yet.”

And then he came to the point: “Child
made history Saturday night—he scored
all three goals as the Atlanta Chiefs
whipped Dallas Tornado 3-2. It wasn't
just a victory for the Chiefs—it was a
reincarnation—a rejuvenation.

“The Chiefs were officially declared
dead after the Atlanta side dropped its
first two games. But Saturday night in
Atlanta Stadium belonged to the Chiefs.”

Mike Hoban played his part in helping
Pzul to make the half-time score 2-2 and
then Paul completed the victory to take his
place in Atlanta goal-scoring history. The
only other hat-trick men were Graham
Newton (ex-Walsall) in 1868 and Kaiser
‘Boy-Boy’ Motaung, who scored five
against St. Louis in 1969. And the local
paper said: “Child is the hottest thing
going for the Chiefs.”

Paul was not frigthened off by the tough
American defences. He was quoted: “I|
enjoy a bit of needle or, as you say in this
country, ‘ringing somebody’s bell’ occa-
sionally.”

Chiefs, coach, Vic Rouse, the Welshman
who used to keep goal for Crystal Palace
was full of admiration for Paul's break
through among the top scorers in the
N.AS.L. "He is just what we had been
looking for,”” he commented. "He has guts.
He got the hell kicked out of him and
went right back in there. We've had players
in the past who were scared to go back in

after they had been kicked, but not Paul.”

Rouse likened him to @ ‘'miniature Peter
McParland’. In keeping with Villa’s ciose
links in Atlanta, Peter signed on for Chiefs
at the same time as Vic Crowe, Phil
Woosnam and Commercial Manager Eric
Woodward went to the States to play their
parts in the establishment of professional
football.

Paul Child probably made an even more
startling impression than the experienced
Villa players who first went across the
Atlantic. He had the advantage of being
unknown to the public—and sprang into
the headlines by scoring six goals in three
matches.

The newspapers rushed to discover the
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1o the furtherance of the professional sport
of Barcer in Atlants and the Exited States
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of play and baving madr @ substantial routribation

background of the 19-year-old ‘Brummie
who was learning the carpentry trade
before signing professionzal for Villa in
March, 1871.

Vic Rouse wasn't slow to glow with
praise for his goal-sense and also the
sound defensive work of Mike Hoban.
Through the summer, he kept us informed
of the lads” progress and was generally
delighted with their form.

Vic predicts a very bright future for
Paul as a striker. “He makes the moves
early; much earlier than most players in
America. As a result, the defences lost
sight of him until he had actually scored a
goal.”

Paul was impressed with life in the
States and surprised by the standard of
play. “Technically,” he said, “It is inferior
to English football, but there are good in-
dividual players. The major fault is the
standard of refergeing.

“Unlike our officials, who have grown
up with football, the American referees are
often new to the game. You see more
rough stuff as a2 result.”

Paul earned a reputation among the
Atlanta Press as an outspoken young man,
and dared to take a knock at the hallowed
game of baseball !

He told the Atlanta Journal and
Constitution: "What really gets me are the
sports announcers and the Press calling
baseball players athletes. Their stomachs
often hang over their belts and then the
announcers say "He's the fastest man on the
team’.”

Paul was also surprised by the attitude
of the American spectators. 'l looked into
the stands and people are eating popcorn
and drinking beer and not even watching
the game.”

But they tended to give more attention
to the soccer when Paul was on the ball.
The Americans love-goal scorers; indeed,
they feel that there should be a lot more
scoring, as there is in sports like basketball.

Unfortunately, they have yet to grasp the
tactical situations that are readily under-
stood by British fans. Paul showed us a
cutting from the Atianta Journal whch
underlined their simple approach to
soccer. It read: “What soccer needs is a
guy to score three goals every game. The
crowds have been thin and professional
soccer knows a high scorer might bring
out the people.”

Terry Weir's pictures show . . . Far left:
Paul Child and Michael Hoban on their
return to Villa Park. Above: Paul displays
a collection of American political bution
badges, together with an official acknow-
ledgement of his services to Atfanta Chiefs.
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FOOTBALL LEAGUE—DIVISION TWO 72-73 CENTRAL LEAGUE, 72-73
Date Opponents At | FA | Dare Opponents FA Date Opponents FA
Aug 2 | Tottenham H (Friendly) |23.538 0 0|Aug 12 | Preston North End|4 1| Dec 9 | Derby County
5 Manchester City 34,8900 1 15 | Huddersfield Town |2 2 16 | Nottingham Forest
19 | Burnley 1 0 23 | Huddersfield Town
Aug 12 [ Preston North End 1737111 0 21 | Blackpool 12 26 | Preston North End
:g ﬁﬂ:ie;*"df_ui d( ':I_CU 32,1134 1 26 | Newcastle United (2 0 30 | Burnley
uddersfie own 4.4 :
2¢ | Buras: :134‘832 12 2 30 | Wolverhampton W. |1 2| . o | nowcastle United
29 | Carlisle United 29047/1 0]Sept 2 | Stoke City 1 3 20 | Stoke City
: 9 | Sheffield Wed. 0 0 27 | Sheffield Wednesday
Sept 2 Brighton and Hove A 30,1751 1 16 | Bolion Wanderers
5 | Nottingham Forest (L.C.2){17.665(1 0 23 | Mianctostar Ltd Feb 3| Blackburn Rovers
9 | Cardiff Cit 15,7292 0 : 10 Balinn Wandws
Y e 26 | Everton :
. 3 17 | Manchester United
16 | Swindon Town 30 | Liverpool 24 | L |
Blackpool erpon
23 Nottingham Forest Oct 7 | Bury Mar 3| Bury
27 | Sunderiand 14 | Manchester City 10 | Manchester City
30 Millwall 21 | Everton 24 | W. B. Albion
28 | W. B. Albion :
Oct 4 | Leeds United (L.C.3) 21| Ststfion Unises
7 Fulham Nov 4 | Blackpool April 7 | Coventry City
14 | Queens Park Rangers 11 | Blackburn Rovers 14 | Derby County
21 Portsmouth 18 | Leeds United 16 | Nottingham Forest
28 Middlesbrough 25 | Sheffield United 21 | Leeds United
28 | Coventry City 28 | Wolverhampton W.
Nov 1 League Cup (4)
4 | Sunderland =
11 Blackpool MIDLAND INTERMEDIATE LEAGUE 72-73
18 | Luton Town THE LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP | Nov 4 | Wolverhampton W.
22 | League Cup (5) 11 | Leicester Cit
25 | Oxford United G ‘B’ Y
roup 18 | Derby County
Dec 2 | Hull City Date Opponents FA 25 | Birmingham City
6 League Cup (S.F.) e %
9 | Bristol City (F.A. Cup 2) Aug 12 | Coventry City 3 3] Dec 2 | Bumingham City
= 9 | Stoke City
18 Orient 19 Derbv CDUI’IIY 0 6 16 coventw Cit’/
20 | League Cup (S.F) 26 | Mansfield Town 03 30 | Nottingham Forest
23 | Sheffield Wednesday 5 :
26 | Nottingham Forest Sept 2 | Leicastar City 1 4] jan 6 | Shrewsbury Town
30 | Huddersfield Town 9 | Nottingham Forest 0 13 | W. B. Albion
16 Coventry CI‘Y 20 | walsall
Jan 6 Burnley 23 | Derby County 27 | Mansfiald Town
13 F.A. Cup (3) 30 | Mansfield Town
20 | Brighton and Hove A 1 y Feb 3 | Wolverhampton W.
27 | Cardiff City Oct 7 | Leicester City 10 | Leicester City
14 | Nottingham Forest 17 | Derby County
Feb 3 F'A.' Cup (4) 24 | Coventry City
10 | Swindon Town
17 | Preston N.E. (LCF.) = M 3 | Stoke Cit
sy T ar oke City
24 | Orient (E.A. Cup 5) HE LEAGUE COMPETITION 18 | Shrowabusy Town
Oct 21 | Mansfield Town 17 | Nottingham Forest
Mar 3 Fulham X
10 | Queens Park Rangers 28 | Walsall 24 | W. B. Albion
17 Portsmouth (F.AC. 6)
24 Middlesbrough Advance Bookings for Home League matches: Reserved Seats
31 Oxford United for individual home Football League matches are bookable in advance
from the Ticket Office either by post or by personal application.
April 6 Hull City = 2
7 EA. Cup (SE) Applications by Post. Are accepted one month before the game and
14 Bri;.stol Cit{/ : should be accompanied by the correct remittance—cheque or postal
21 CotaniTonm order—and a self-addressed return envelope.
23 | Milwall Personal Applications. May be made during office hours—3-15 am
24 | Sheffield Wednesday 1o 5-00 pm—during the two weeks prior to the game
28 | Carlisle United Prices: 90p and 70p for Reserved Seats. Unreserved accommodation,
‘ Children and Senior Citizens—half price. Seats 60p, Ground 40p.
May 5 F.A. Cup (Final)




Division 2 Statistics

Leading Scorers
HOME AWAY Joicey, gShel"fie.-!cl 7
P WDL FA|WDL FA P |Iine, Brighton 5
Clarke (D), Oxford 4
SheffieldW. |7 400114102 4 6 10 0
Burnley 6 220 94/11031 9 |SunleySheffieldW. 4
Villa 6 210 441|201 44 9 |Llathen Sundedand 4
Blackpool 6 210 83[111 22 g | Lewis Potsmouth 3
lutonTown |6 201 52|201 32 g  Peplow Swindon 3
Nottingham F.[6 211 32|11 021 g |Bell Cardif Ciy 3
Sundedand |6 200 42(121 44 g |James Bumley 3
OxfordUtd |6 200 6111235 7 |Ihomas Bumley 3
Huddersfield |6 210 4110237 7 | Pearson Hull City 3
QPR 5 110 64 03044 ¢ |Rioch Vila 3
SwindonT. [7 220 53|003 38 & |Byson Blackpool g
Portsmouth |6 102 45|11132 5 |Aston Luton
Hull City 6 210 40/003 27 5 | luean Sunderland 3
Preston NE. |6 111 22|10234 5 |Cassidy Oxford g
Brighton 6 120 54|01238 & |Skeen Oxford
Middlesbrough|6 201 43 (01 228 5 | Sowling Huddersfield 3
CardisleUtd [6 101 42|02235 4 |Smith(D) Huddersfield
BristolCity (6 011 34/11245 4 |Givens QPR 3
CardiffCity |6 202 45(00225 4 |ORourke GP.R. 3
Millwall 6 102 23|65 s MisMadebougy 32
Fulham 5 011 2410236 3 |Smith Middlesbrough 3
Orient 6§ 112 34 ‘o 0203 3 |0Owen Cardiste 3
| . Spiring, Bristol City 3
ATTENDANCES—League Division Two
Best Average Best Average
Aston Villa 34,843 31,355 Middlesbrough 24,145 15,118
Blackpool 14,797 11,758 Millwall 13,207 11.817
Brighton 16.839 16,120 Nottingham Forest 13,175 10,230
Bristol City 15,648 14,010 Orient 7.249 5838
Burnley 14.804 12143 Oxford United 8428 8255
Cardiff City 16,364 13.650 Portsmouth 16.419 14,062
Carlisle United 7.747 7.686 Preston North End 17,371 11,583
Fulham 10,285 8,962 Queen's Park Ran. 12,977 11,789
Huddersfield Town 12,840 9893 | Sheffield W. 23,109 20,483
Hull City 11,189 9319 | Sunderland 12,658 12.166
Luton Town 11.807 10,177 Swindoen Town 15,304 12,729

HIGHEST ATTENDANCE

34,843, Aston Villa v Huddersfield
Town on 19th August, 1972,

LOWEST ATTENDANCE

4,482, Orient v Bristol City on Sth

September, 1972.

BIGGEST WIN
Blackpool 6, Brighton 2, on 18th
August; 1972.

TOP LEAGUE SCORER
Brian Joicey (6) for Sheffield Wed-

nesday.

APPEARANCES AND GOALSCORERS

First-team League
A G

Cup

Aitken
Anderson
Cumbes
Evans
Gidman
Graydon
Hamilton
Lochhead
McMahon
Nicholl
Rioch (B)
Ross

Tiler
Vowden
Wright
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Central League

Bradley
Beard
Betis
Brown
Child
Evans
Findlay
George
Gidman
Gregory
Hamilton
Hoban
Hughes
Little (B)
Leonard

A
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A
McDonald 4
Rioch (N) 2
Rudge 2
Stark 5
Tiler 7
Turnbull 7
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Up to and including Saturday, Sth September, 1972
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FORTHE RECORD

12th August, League Division Two
PRESTON NORTH END 0, VILLA 1

At Deepdale. Auendance: 17,371

Villa scorer: Anderson

PRESTON : Kelly; McMahon, McNab;
Bird, Hawkins, Connor; Young., Lamb,
Mclimoyle, Williams, Heppolette. Sub:
Spark.

VILLA : Cumbes; Wright, Aitken ; Rioch

B. Nicholl, Ross: Graydon, McMahon.
Lochhead, Vowden, Anderson. Sub:
Evans.

Central League

VILLA 4, PRESTON NORTH END 1
Villa scorers : Leonard (2), Rudge, Brown
VILLA : Hughes; Gidman, Stark; Turmn-

buill, Tiler, Gregory; George, Brown,

Rudge, Leonard, Little B.

Midland Intermediate League

VILLA 3, COVENTRY CITY 3
Villa scorers : Campbell (2), Smith D.

VILLA: Findlay; Smith M, Overton
(sub: Ridley); Pimblett, Dyer. Place;
Smith D, Howson, Campbell, Fellows,
Masefield.

15th August, Central League
HUDDERSFIELD TOWN 2, VILLA 2

Villa scorers: Gidman, Brown

VILLA : Hughes; Gidman, Stark; Turn-
bull, Tiler, Gregory ; George, Brown, Rudge,
Leonard, Little B, Sub: Betts.
16th August, League Cup—1
VILLA 4, HEREFORD UNITED 1

At Villa Park. Attendance: 32,314

Villa scorers: Rioch, Graydon, Vowden,
Evans. Hereford - Johnston.

VILLA : Cumbes; Wright, Aitken; Rioch
B. Nicholl, Ross; Graydon, McMahon,
Lochhead (sub: Evans), Vowden, An-
derson.

HEREFORD : Potier: Maliender, Naylor;
Jones, Meclaughlin, Tucker; Slattery,
Hollett (sub: Johnston), Owen, Radford,
Wallace.
19th August, League Division Two
VILLA 2, HUDDERSFIELD TOWN 0

At Villa Park. Attendance: 34,843

Villa scorers : Vowden, Graydon.

VILLA : Cumbes; Wright, Aitken ; Rioch
B, (sub: Evans), Nicholl, Ross; Graydon,
MeMahon. Lochhead, Vowden, Anderson.

HUDDERSFIELD : Woed ; Jones, Hutt;
Pugh, Lyon, Dolan; Krzywicki, Lawson,

Gowling, Smith S, Chapman. Sub : Smith D.

Central League
BURNLEY 0, VILLA 1
Villa scorer: Rioch N.

VILLA: Hughes; Gidman, Stark; Tiler,

Beard, Rioch N ; George, Brown, Leonard,
Hamilton, Little B, Sub: Betts.

Midland Intermediate League Cup
DERBY COUNTY 6, VILLA 0
VILLA: Lee; Smith M,
Pimblett, Dyer, Place;
Campbell, Fellows, Smith D (sub: Hunt).

21st August, Central League
BLACKPOOL 2, VILLA 1

Villa scorer: Leonard

VILLA: Findlay; Gidman, Tumbull;
Tiler. Beard. George (sub: Stark) ; Rioch N,
Brown, Leonard, Evans, Little B.

QOverton ;
Ridley, Pelosie,
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VILLA VILLA VILLA
VIELU VIEW VIEW

Just three days ago, Michael
Wright discarded his crutches and
began to put full weight once again
on the right knee on which he had a
cartilage operation a fortnight
earlier. It may not count a mile-
stone in his career, but it meant a
lot to him, | can tell you.

For this is the second big step in his
recovery from an injury which occurred
quite suddenly in the second half of the
first home match with Huddersfield. The
first big development came 24 hours after
the operation when he was encouraged
to try to raise his leg off the bed.

But I'll let Michael, whose second
cartilage operation this was in two years,
tell you all about it himself—after all, he
should know how it feels and just how
much sweat and discomfort the fight-
back to fitness invoives.

“The first | knew of any trouble was
when the knee began to ache shortly
after Bruce Rioch had gone off with a
broken wrist. It didn’t seem too much at
the time, but, that evening, after | had
returned home, it became quite painful.

“So | reported for treatment at the
ground on Sunday morning and, by this
time, our physiotherapist, Fred Pedley,
and | had a pretty good idea what it was.
So then we consuited our specialist Mr
Kirkham.

“He examined me both visually and
manually, but advised me to carry on for
a few days and see how it responded to
treatment. But, after a couple of sessions,
it had not shown any improvement. Vic
saw Mr Kirkham and came back and told
me | would have to have an operation.

“To tell the truth, | was quite pleased
that things had been settled so quickly. |
had a fair idea that it would need surgery
and the way | looked at it was that the
sooner the better. The less time wasted,
the more it would suit me.”

| interrupted Michael at this point. ”|
honestly expected your reaction to the
news to be ‘Oh, no. Not again.’ But you

MICHAEL WRIGHT

say you actually welcomed the
operation?”

Michael replied : | had virtuzlly
resigned myself to the trouble. My
attitude was that if it has got to be done,
then let’s not waste time. Let's get it over
with and get back to the job.

“A footballer has to accept that this is
one of the hazards of the game. It's no
use worrying about it—you just have to
accept it and get back to fitness as
promptly as you can. So into hospital |
went and the job was done.

“The one thing sbout & cartilage opera-
tion is that they waste no time ance
surgery is over. The following day they
come 10 you and start you on exercises.
This is the most difficult and unpleasant
part of the whole thing, because you
look down at your bandaged leg and
wonder whether it will stand up to it.

“At this parnticular time, the knee is
extrememly tender and as you try to raise
your leg—perfectly straight—off the bed
you sometimes wonder whether the
stitches are going to burst open. But
they know what they are doing and on e
you have mastered that exercise, you ars
on the way.

“From then on, it is just 8 question of
repetition exercises to build back the
muscles. You wear a special shoe with
weights incorporated into it. At first, of
course, the weights are very little and
you spend your time doing 20 lifis and
then resting for a2 minute before having a
go at another 20.

“This goes on for an hour and a half in
the morning and again in the afterncon.
Once you have mastered that one
particular weight, you move on to one
which is slightly more. It is boring and
your muscles ache like mad—but it's
necessary and you have to get it done,

“It is absolutely remarkable how much
muscle wasteage there is in such a short
time. | suppose there couldn’t have been
much more than 12 days of inactivity
from the time | incurred the injury to the
day | resumed exercises, but you have
only to look at the thigh and quad
muscles to see how much you have lost.

“Dbviously, with an athiete used to
training every day, the effect is more
noticeable. But it's not only bulk of
muscle that one sheds, it is also the tone
of muscle. So that's the first job—get it
back. >

“The last time | underwent a carntilage
there was quite & squad of us in the
same boat—George Curtis, Bruce Rioch
and Roy Stark—but this time | have to do
it on my own. | am not too worried
because | know what's zhead of me.

“l have set myself no target because it
all depends on how the knee feels and
reacts. But | will say | am hoping to be
playing again early in November.”

if you make it by the fifth, Michael,
most of us will light a celebratory fire-
work. y

JOHN MOXLEY
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QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS completed
a rather ironic twist of soccer fate when
they paid out a club record fee—reported
at £110,000—tc sign Carlisle United
forward Stan Bowles.

The Shepherd's Bushteam had themoney
in the bank from last season’s £200,000
transfer of Rodney Marsh 1o Manchester
City—the club whe had let Bowles go on
a free transfer three years ago.

Bowles was at Carlisle for less than a
year and in that time, the Cumberland
team saw his value rise almost ten times
the fee they paid to Crewe Alexandra.
Bowles had previously been given a ‘free’
by Bury after spending only seven weeks
at Gigg Lane.

Signed by former Carlisle chief lan
MacFariane, Bowles proved himself an
outstanding player with his fourth club,
scoring 11 goals in 28 League matches—
including a hat-trick against the Second
Division Champions, Norwich City.

His depariure was another indication of
the economics which affect Carlisle almost
every season. Last year they sold Bob
Hatton 1o Blues for an estimated £80,000
and the previous season, they had taken a
quoted £55,000 from Middlesbrough for
Hugh Mclimoyle.

BRIGHTON manager Pat Saward
was also busy in the transfer market just
before his team came to Villa Park a fort-
night ago. We saw former Chelsea, Blues,
Q.P.R. and Millwali striker Barry Bridges
make his debut for the Sussex club—and
they had raised some of the £25,000 fee
by selling Kit Napier and David Turner
to Third Division Blackburn Rovers.

David ‘Bronco’ Layne is still battling
to follow former England centre-half
Peter Swan back inta the SHEFFIELD
WEDNESDAY team. Layne returned 1o
Hillsborough during the summer, but
unlike Swan, has not had the best of
fortuneg on the comback trail.

Hamstring and tendon injuries prevented
him from playing in a public match for two
months, but he ramains confident that he
can resume League football. He says:
“Peter has proved that it is possible to
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come back and | am sure that this will be
my experience, too.

“Anyway, | am just happy to be siill
part of the club, and get pleasure from
just going down there and training when |
can. But | have seen enough to know that
Second Division standards are well within
my reach.”

Swan, meanwhile, has settled down so
quickly that Wednesday fans can hardly
believe he was away from the game for
seven years. Manager Derek Dooley is
well pleased as well and recently agreed
details of a year's contract for Swan.

ASTON VILLA OXFORD UNITED PHE
TON N.E FULHAM LUTON TOWN HUL

Y CARDIFF CITY PORTSMOUTH BRI
STOL CITY SEEFFIELD WED ASTON

VILLA OXFORD UNITED PHESTON N
E FULEAM LUTON TOWN HULL CITY
HUDDERSFTELD TOWN SUNDERLANL
BLACKFOOL CARLISLE UNITED MIL
LWALL MIDDLESBROUGE BRIGHTON
QUEENS PARK CRIENT NOTTINGEAM
E SWINDON TOWN BUHNLEY CARDIF
F CITY PORTSMOUTH BRISTOL CIT
Y SEEFFIELD WED ASTON VILLA C

FULHAM had bad luck when Alan
Mullery’s return to Craven Cottage from
Tottenham was cut short byan Achilles
tendon injury after only three games. His
leg was put in plaster, and just when he
was hoping to get the OK to resume train-
ing, the plaster was ordered back on for
another week.

Mullery's injury meant a resumption of
captain’s duties for former Chelsea mid-
field player Barry Lloyd, whe led Fulham
out of the Third Division in 1570-71.

“It was a real blow for us when Alan
was injured,” zays Barry. ”| believe | can
learn a lot from such a player and captain.”
Barry admits, however, he was dis-
appointed to lose the skipper's job. |
enjoyed the responsibilities, ”" he said. "But
it doesn't mean | am upset by Alan’s
arrival.”

Another man eénjoying a return 1o
captaincy is QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS’
former Chelsea, Spurs and England player,
Terry Venables. Last season he was put
out for five months because of a groin
injury and Mike Ferguson led the side in
the later stages of an unlucky promotion
bid.

Terry reckons that his absence has re-
sharpened his appetite for soccer—and he
predicts a bright futurs for the young
Rangers side. “Q.P.R. are rather like
Chelsea of ten years ago. That side was
also in Division Tweo and containing
youngsters, including myseif. We won
promotion and never looked back. | am
sure the same could happen for Rangers.”

Pat Wright, the former Blues’ defender
who is now with PORTSMOUTH, must
rank among the busiest menin the Second
Division. Apart from his important role as
Pompey's first-team coach. Pat is also
player-manager of ‘nursery’ club, Water-
looville, who won promotion to the
Southern Lesague Premier Division [ast
season.

Despite his double work-load, Pat is
happy at Fration Park—so much so that he
turned down an offer from Stoke City. ”l
gave it serious consideration, "' he says.
“But Pompey have been very goocd 10 me
and somewhere along the line, you must



show loyalty. So | decided to accept a
three-year contract at Portsmouth.”

Johnny Vincent, the Black Country-
born forward who left Birmingham for
MIDDLESBROUGH 1two seasons ago,
has been placed on the transfer list at his
own request. A similar plea was refused
last year, but Johnny is now out of '‘Boro’s
first-team and looking for @ move to a
club nearer the Midlands.

HULL CITY are taking every opport-
unity to get valuable striker Ken Wagstaff
fit for first-team action after his second
cartliage operation within a year. He felt
no effects when playing with the juniors.

BLACKPOOL certainly seem to have
the knack of finding ‘brainy” players. Their
team now contains four men with top
educational qualifications. Peter Sud-
daby, Peter Hardcastle and Paul
Fuschillo all have University back-
grounds, while £100,000-rated forward
Mickey Burns is a former teacher.

The beauty is that all four were signed
from amateur soccer and didn't cost a
penny in transfer fees.

Now Blackpool are hoping they have
found another winner in 2 player released
by Everton as a junior and then tumed
down by Nottingham Forest. He is 19-
year-old striker Frank Corrigan, who
was spotted playing for Ormskirk in the
Cheshire League. He was invited to play
a trial game in the' Central League against
Burnley and Blackpool saw enough to
sign him on professional terms the same
day.

Although Tim Ward was relieved of his
job as CARLISLE UNITED manager some
years ago, he has never lost friendship
with the Brunton club. Tim. now an
execulive with Burton-on-Trent building
concern, watches Carlisle whenever they
are in the Midlands and was a gusst of the
club at their game at Villa Park

PRESTON NORTH END’s injury pro-
blems increased when former Albien
winger Clive Clark damaged ankle liga-
ments and jeined Alan Lamb and Hugh
Mcllmoyle on the long-term casualty
list. One consoiztion was that club skipper

Alan Spavin came back after his trouble-
some ankle injury, but even that was
balanced by the loss of striker Roger
Davies, recalled by Derby County after
completing only two matches of his loan
period.

Frank Parsons began the season as
CARDIFF CITY's third-choice goalkeeper
and suddenly found himself back in the
League team at the end of August. Il
thought | had played my last League game
for the club 2 long time ago,” said the
former Crystal Palace player.

| was playing guite well in the reserve
sides, but Billy Irwin was doing well in
the first-team and there was also com-
petition from Jim Eadie.” However,
Irwin lost form and with Eadie on loan to
Chester, manager Jimmy Scoular gave
Parsons an unexpected comeback.

""Cardiff City’s defence creaked
and cracked as Aston Villa gave
them the run-around at Ninian
Park. Using the fianks intelli-
gently, Villa went two-up after
24 minutes through Bruce Rioch
and Andy Lochhead. And, in the
second half, City "keeper Frank
Parsons made a spectacular pen-
alty save as the home side
struggled in vain to get on terms.

““Beaten only once in seven
games, Villa's source of destruct-
ion was through their flanks.
Graydon and Anderson, each
playing wide. with Lochhead the
central spearhead, gave City
early warning. Anderson left
Freddie Pethard bedazzled.”

PETER JACKSON (South Wales
Echo).

All enqguiries for back issues of the Villa
News should be addressed to: H. & H.
Promotions Limited, 550 Chester
Road, Aldridge, near Walsall.
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‘Aston Villn v Swindon Town

FOOTBALL LEAGUE DIVISION 2 SATURDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 1972 KICK-OFF 3.00 pm

TERMCHECK...

ASTON VILLA

‘ Claret & Blue Shirts, White Shorts

JIMMY CUMBES
JOHN GIDMAN
CHARLIE AITKEN
BRUCE RIOCH
CHRIS NICHOLL
IAN ROSS

RAY GRAYDON
PAT McMAHON
ANDY LOCHHEAD
GEOFF VOWDEN
WILLIE ANDERSON

Co~NOOOhWN=

10
| 1
12

TEAM CHANGES

TEAM CHANGES

SWINDON

Blue Shirts and Shorts

1 PETE DOWNSBOROUGH
2 ROD THOMAS

3 JOHN TROLLOPE
4 JOE BUTLER

5 FRANK BURROWS
6 RON POTTER

7 STEVE PEPLOW

8 RAY TREACY

9 PETER NOBLE
TERRY HUBBARD
DON ROGERS

ACTOMMOUOm>

Arsenal v Liverpool
. Coventry v Newcastle
C. Palace v WB Albion
Derby v Birmingham City
. Everton v Southampton
Leeds v Leicester
Man City v Tottenham
Sheffield U v Chelsea
Wolves v Manchester Utd
Blackpool v Orient

E

Bristol C v Middlesbrough | L |
Carlisle v Cardiff
Fulham v Huddersfield
Hull v Burnley

Luton v Brighton
Oxford v Millwall
Portsmouth v Preston
QPR v Nottingham F
Sunderland v Sheffield W |
Bolton Res v A. Villa Res.

[
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Referee: R. E. RABY, Leeds

Linesmen:
D. N. HARWOOD, Nottingham, Red Flag
G. J. NAPTHINE. Sileby, Leics, Orange Flag

Robert Raby. a production engineer, began refereeing in the Sheffield
and Hallamshire County F.A. in 1951-52 and progressed through the
Yorkshire League to reach the full Football League list in 1970-71. He has
since acted as linesman in important Cup games, including the Anglo-
ltalian Tournament and the U.E.F.A. Cup.
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